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abuse which the Right poured upon him. If, like nearly all the
democratic politicians., he despised Hitler and thought Hugen-
berg infinitely the more dangerous, the calm request by Hitler
to clear off the battlefield had touched his pride while National
Socialism as a creed had ended by disgusting him as a man and
a Catholic. He thoroughly approved the spirit of the bishops'
declaration that no Catholic could be a National Socialist,, and
he had come to regard not Hitler, indeed, but his party as a
revolutionary horde of objectionable and heretical views, a grave
danger to authority and to the state, any increase in whose power
was not merely to be feared but to be fought. The much less
rigid thinker Schleicher took a different view. The Ulm case had
come as a revelation to him, not indeed because of the evidence it
afforded of National Socialist intrigue in the Reichswehr—because
he knew that that was at once impossible to prevent and not very
likely to succeed—but because of the attitude of the young accused.
Their evidence which smacks far more of the student suddenly
introduced in immaturity to ideas than of the soldier, had given
him sudden insight into a phenomenon which was sensed by
Stresemann and was now visible to all who could see, a pheno-
menon whose significance he had not before appreciated. He was
at that unfortunate age when a man is conscious that he is no
longer young, and for that very reason insists on his youth and
believes quite sincerely that his views are those of youth. He
was always remarkably quick in his reactions, and though he did
not understand the situation fully he saw that so far as the
younger and middle generations of the middle class in its widest
sense were concerned, Hitler had definitely won. The latent revolu-
tionism of these generations had come suddenly to the surface,
stirred at once by ringing calls to liberating action and by the
consciousness of their own economic and social plight. Behind
all the heady references to the Third Reich, to the Versailles
Treaty, to tribute slavery, to Marxist traitors, to the corroding
blight of Jewry, there was the eternal appeal of the cause of
freedom. He had no illusions whatever on Hitler's idea of freedom
but slogans can be more dangerous even than ideas. Here in the
movement which he knew was there to serve personal ends was

